
Texas Administrative Code 

TITLE 19 EDUCATION  

PART 1 TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD  

CHAPTER 4 RULES APPLYING TO ALL PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN 
TEXAS  

SUBCHAPTER B TRANSFER OF CREDIT, CORE CURRICULUM AND FIELD OF STUDY CURRICULA  

RULE §4.32 Field of Study Curricula  

(a) In accordance with Texas Education Code, §61.823, the Board approves field of study 
curricula for certain fields of study/academic disciplines. Field of study curricula shall be 
developed with the assistance of advisory committees whose membership includes at least a 
majority of members who are teaching faculty (as defined by §4.23(8) of this title, relating to 
Definitions for Core Curriculum and Field of Study Curricula) within the field of study under 
consideration.  
 
(b) If a student successfully completes a field of study curriculum developed by the Board, that 
block of courses must be substituted in transfer to a general academic teaching institution for 
that institution's lower-division requirements for the degree program for the field of study into 
which the student transfers, and the student must receive full academic credit toward the 
degree program for the block of courses transferred. 
 
(c) A student who transfers from one institution of higher education to another without 
completing the field of study curriculum of the sending institution must receive academic credit 
in the field of study curriculum of the receiving institution for each of the courses that the 
student has successfully completed in the field of study curriculum of the sending institution. 
Following receipt of credit for these courses, the student may be required to satisfy the 
remaining course requirements in the field of study curriculum of the receiving institution, or to 
complete additional requirements in the receiving institution's program, as long as those 
requirements do not duplicate course content already completed through the field of study 
curriculum. 
 
(d) Each institution must note field of study curriculum courses on student transcripts as 
recommended by the Texas Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 
(TACRAO). 

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.32 adopted to be effective May 27, 2003, 28 TexReg 
4109; amended to be effective November 25, 2015, 40 TexReg 8202; amended to be effective 
May 22, 2019, 44 TexReg 2452 

 

RULE §4.33  Criteria for Evaluation of Field of Study Curricula 

(a) Every five years, following the same timetable as the regular accreditation reports sent to 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges or its successor, each 
public institution of higher education shall review and evaluate its policies and practices 
regarding the acceptance and application of credit earned as part of a Board-approved field of 



study curriculum, and reports the results of that evaluation to the Board. The evaluation should 
include:  

 

  (1) the extent to which the institution's compliance with the acceptance of transfer credit 
through field of study curricula is being achieved;  

  (2) the extent to which the institution's application to the appropriate degree program of 
credit earned as part of a Board-approved field of study curriculum facilitates academic success;  

  (3) the effectiveness of field of study curricula in the retention and graduation of transfer 
students in those degree programs that have Board-approved field of study curricula.  

(b) Each institution's evaluation report must contain at least the following:  

  (1) a listing of the institution's degree programs that have Board-approved field of 
study curricula;  

  (2) a description of the institution's policies and practices regarding applicable Board-
approved field of study curricula, including admission-point evaluation of transfer credit, 
advising practices (including catalogue and website information on existing field of study 
curricula and advising/counseling practices for enrolled students), and transcripting practices to 
show field of study participation and completion;  

    (3) a chart or table showing the number of total transfer students for each degree 
program that has a Board-approved field of study curriculum, for each of the last five years; the 
chart should indicate year-by-year the percentage of students who transferred having 
completed the applicable field of study curriculum, the percentage of students who transferred 
without having completed the applicable field of study curriculum, and any information about 
progress toward graduation or graduation rates that can compare transfer student performance 
with non-transfer student performance during the evaluation period. 

(c) Advisory committees will review existing field of study curricula every five years from 
their date of Board approval. Field of study curricula may be reviewed more frequently if issues 
warrant, including but not limited to discipline changes of subject matter content, emerging 
and/or changing technologies or business/industry standards, changes in credentialing 
and/licensure requirements, or changes in programmatic accreditation. 

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.33 adopted to be effective May 27, 2003, 28 TexReg 
4109; amended to be effective May 22, 2019, 44 TexReg 2452 

 

RULE §4.34 Revision of Existing Approved Field of Study Curricula 

(a) The Board shall have the authority to modify or revise a Board-approved field of study 
curriculum when a need for such a revision is identified, as specified in current Board policy and 
procedures.  
 
(b) The need for a revision or modification to a Board-approved field of study curriculum may 
be identified by one the following methods, or by other methods that are similarly appropriate:  
 



  (1) notice of a change in licensure, certification, or accreditation standards that would affect 
the field of study curriculum and lower-division requirements for a field of study or academic 
discipline;  
 
  (2) notice of a change in curricular structure or content that is part of a pervasive change in 
the academic discipline served by the field of study curriculum, as documented by national or 
regional professional organizations, faculty organizations, or other indicators of best practices in 
the discipline;  
  
 (3) receipt of a request from at least three public institutions of higher education that are 
affected by the field of study curriculum under consideration for modification, including at least 
one two-year and one four-year academic-degree-granting institution. The request and 
justifications for the request should be made by the chief academic officers of the institutions, 
in a joint memorandum sent to the Commissioner.  
 

(c) Any proposed modification or revision to a Board-approved field of study curriculum should 
be evaluated by an advisory committee convened under the conditions cited in §4.30(a) of this 
title (relating to Criteria for Evaluation of Core Curricula). Recommendations for modifications or 
revisions to a Board-approved field of study curriculum should reflect the advice and wisdom of 
an advisory committee made up primarily of teaching faculty from the academic discipline(s) 
affected by the field of study curriculum under consideration. 

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.34 adopted to be effective May 27, 2003, 28 TexReg 
4109 

 

 

TITLE 19 EDUCATION 

PART 1  TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD 

CHAPTER 1 AGENCY ADMINISTRATION 

SUBCHAPTER A GENERAL PROVISIONS 

RULE §1.6 Advisory Committees 

(a) The Board may appoint advisory committees from outside the Board's membership to advise 
the Board as it may deem necessary.  

(b) The use of advisory committees by the Board shall be in compliance with the provisions of 
Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110 regarding the composition and duration of committees, 
the reimbursement of committee member's expenses, the evaluation of committees, and the 
reporting to the Legislative Budget Board.  

(c) An advisory committee is automatically abolished on the fourth anniversary of the date of its 
creation unless it has a specific duration prescribed by statute or the Board reestablishes the 
committee. A written statement shall be prepared by the Commissioner or his or her designee 
for each advisory committee setting forth the purpose of the committee, the task of the 
committee, the manner in which the committee will report to the Board, the date on which the 



committee is created, and the date on which the committee will automatically be abolished. The 
written statements shall be maintained on file in the Board offices.  

(d) Purpose and Duties of Advisory Committees. The purpose of an advisory committee shall be 
to give the Board the benefit of the members' collective technical expertise and experience with 
respect to matters within the Board's jurisdiction. An advisory committee's sole duty is to advise 
the Board. An advisory committee has no executive or administrative powers or duties with 
respect to the operation of the Board, and all such powers and duties rest solely with the Board. 
The specific purposes and tasks of an advisory committee subject to this subchapter shall be 
identified in Board rules.  

(e) Composition of Advisory Committees.  

  (1) The composition of advisory committees created by the Board, including subcommittees or 
workgroups with non-advisory committee members, shall contain no more than 24 members in 
compliance with the requirements of Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110.  

  (2) The Board shall make reasonable attempts to provide balanced, geographic 
representation, consonant with Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110, on all advisory 
committees. A rule or other action may not be challenged because of the composition of an 
advisory committee.  

  (3) This section does not apply to an advisory committee to the extent that:  

    (A) another state law specifically states that Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110 does not 
apply; or  

    (B) a federal law or regulation:  

      (i) imposes an unconditional requirement that irreconcilably conflicts with the requirements 
of Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110; or  

      (ii) imposes a condition on the state's eligibility to receive money from the federal 
government that irreconcilably conflicts with Texas Government Code, Chapter 2110.  

(f) Membership Terms. Except as otherwise provided by law, advisory committee members shall 
serve terms as determined by the Board.  

(g) Membership. The Board shall solicit nominations and make appointments from such 
nominations for membership on advisory committees from presidents and chancellors, or the 
respective designee. For advisory committees that include members not associated with an 
institution of higher education, the Board shall solicit nominations from appropriate entities, 
such as stakeholder organizations whose membership consists of the type of representative the 
advisory committee is seeking. Except as otherwise provided by law, all members of advisory 
committees are appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Board. Board members may not 
serve on advisory committees. If an advisory committee member resigns, is no longer 
associated with the nominating institution or entity, dies, becomes incapacitated, is removed by 
the Board, otherwise vacates his or her position, or becomes ineligible prior to the end of his or 
her term, the Board may appoint a replacement who shall serve the remainder of the unexpired 
term.  

(h) Attendance. A record of attendance at each meeting of advisory committees shall be made. 
Except as otherwise provided by law, if a member of an advisory committee misses three 



consecutive regularly scheduled meetings or more than half of all the regularly scheduled 
meetings in a one-year period, without approval by a majority vote of the Board, that member 
automatically vacates his or her position on the advisory committee and the Board may make 
an appointment to fill the remainder of the unexpired term of the vacancy.  

(i) Reimbursement. Members of advisory committees shall not be reimbursed for expenses 
unless the Board expressly authorizes reimbursement. The Board may also, in its discretion, 
reimburse the expenses of members of any duly authorized subcommittee of an advisory 
committee.  

(j) Presiding Officer. Except as otherwise provided by law, each advisory committee shall select 
from its members a presiding officer, who shall report the committee's recommendations to the 
Board. The Board may, at its discretion, appoint other officers of advisory committees or allow 
committee members to elect other officers at their pleasure.  

(k) Manner of Reporting. Advisory committees shall report any recommendations directly to the 
Board at a Board meeting determined in consultation with agency staff, including the 
Commissioner of Higher Education. Advisory committees shall also provide an annual or biennial 
report to the Board to allow the Board to properly evaluate the committee's work, usefulness, 
and the costs related to the committee's existence, including the cost of agency staff time spent 
in support of the committee's activities.  

(l) Subcommittees or Workgroups. Advisory committees may organize themselves into 
subcommittees or workgroups. One member of each subcommittee or workgroup shall serve as 
the chairperson. Subcommittee or workgroup chairs shall make written reports regarding their 
work to the presiding officer of the advisory committee. A subcommittee or workgroup of an 
advisory committee may include members who are not members of the advisory committee, but 
must include at least one member of the advisory committee.  

(m) Meetings. Advisory committees shall meet at the call of the presiding officer or the Board. 
All advisory committee and subcommittee meetings shall be open to the public and broadcasted 
via the web, unless prevented by technical difficulties.  

(n) Monitoring of Advisory Committees and Records.  

  (1) The Board shall monitor the activities of advisory committees.  

  (2) Agency staff shall record and maintain the minutes of each advisory committee and 
subcommittee meeting. The staff shall maintain a record of actions taken and shall distribute 
copies of approved minutes and other committee documents to the Board and to advisory 
committee members on a timely basis.  

  (3) Minutes kept for advisory committee meetings and reports required under subsection (k) 
of this section shall be maintained in a form and location that is easily accessible to the public, 
including making the information available on the Board's website. 

Source Note: The provisions of this §1.6 adopted to be effective February 26, 2004, 29 TexReg 
1658; amended to be effective December 2, 2013, 38 TexReg 8650; amended to be effective 
June 6, 2016, 41 TexReg 3995 


